AUSTRALIA  ALMOST
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HOMELESSNESS [ouisreons

(UNDER 25) ARE
CRISIS CURRENTLY EXPERIENCING
® HOMELESSNESS IN AUSTRALIA.
According to the 2021 Australian census,
‘ ‘ approximately 45,850 were experiencing
homelessness on census night, 2021. With the rising
cost of living, and housing pressure in Australia, this
number is likely still growing. *

47970 needed Iong— Plus, in 2022-23, approx.mTateIg 3?,000 gc.)ung.people
. presented alone to specialist housing services, in need
term housmg. of accommodation, support for living skills, mental and

‘ ‘ ‘ physical health services, and more.
1in 3 were seeking

help due to family or
domestic violence.

For these young people, homelessness will almost

48070 had a current certainly disrupt their education, harm their job

- opportunities, diminish their social networks, and
mental healthissue. °"P . —
ultimately put them at greater risk of experiencing

recurring homelessness.®
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EVERYONE DESERVES A SECURE AND STABLE PLACE TO LIVE, AND
SUPPORT TO BUILD INDEPENDENCE AND  RESILIENCE.
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Th f to be at risk
REASONS experiencing homelessness are often persond
WHY YO U N G and complex. Some of the main reasons are:
PEOPLE
EXP E RI E N C E « Previous accommodation ended
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Many also struggle with physical health complications, alcohol or substance abuse
issues, mental health issues, or physical and intellectual disabilities.

Young indigenous Australians are also at a much higher risk of experiencing

homelessness than non-indigenous Australians due to “a continuity of dispossession,
racism, profound economic disadvantage and cultural oppression.™5

Family and domestic violence

Housing crisis (e.g. eviction)

Crowded or inappropriate living conditions
Relationship/family breakdown

Housing affordability stress

3209/0* identify as indigenous, despite
indigenous australians representing only
3.2970 of the population!

*of young people presenting alone to specialist homelessness services in 2022-23
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Since 2006, there has been a 2990 increase in young people (12-24) experiencing
homelessness in Australia, from 37,661 in 2006 to 45,850 in 2021, due to changes in
economic and societal systems, and population growth.?

YOU CAN TAKE ACTION TO HELP END YOUTH HOMELESSNESS IN
AUSTRALIA. EVERY YOUNG PERSON DESERVES A SAFE PLACE TO LIVE.
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https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-peoples/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-people-census/2021
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/population-census/2021
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OVER-REPRESENTATION
IN OUT-OF-HOME CARE

INDIGENOUS
AUSTRALIAN
CHILDREN ARE:

10 X MORE LIKELY

AR

Indigenous Australians face countless structural factors
and service gaps that affect child and family wellbeing,
driven by institutionalised racism and discrimination, and
inter-generational trauma from the stolen generations.

TO ACCESS

SPECIALIST

HOMELESSNESS

SERVICES

10 X MORE LIKELY Indigenous children make 7990 of indigenous
TO BE LIVING IN up 4290 of Australians in  children in care are in long-
OUT-OF-HOME out-of-home care, despite = term ‘permanent’ care,

CARE.

representing only 590 of
all children in Australia.

making them less likely to
reunite with birth parents.

" Non-indigeous children

The number of indigenous

B Aboriginal and torres strait islander children
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o w2 children in out of home care
0 8 7 et is projected to increase by
e, 3900 in the next 10 years.
: Z This is 5 x the rate of
, << —————  growth projected for non-
LT LFL LS s Indigenous children.

CALL FOR INVESTMENT IN COMMUNITY-LED SOLUTIONS AND A
NATIONAL COMMISSIONER FOR ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT
ISLANDER CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE TO ELIMINATE THE
INDIGENOUS OVER-REPRESENTATION IN OUT-OF-HOME CARE.
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